Children and the Sex Trade
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The problem in Thailand today:

. In addition to the local demand for prostitutes, foriegn men come to Thailand to purchase these
services.

. Children as young as 10 are being forced into prostitution.

. Hotel owners and pimps work together to support prostitution in hotels.

. Children are sold by their parents.

. There is an abundant supply of prositutes catering for the tourism market. This supply comes

from both within Thaiand and from neighboring countries. Approximately 30% of these

prositutes are less than 18 years old.

Thus:

. Children are being sexually abused.

. Children are being forced into prostitution.

. Children are denied an education.

. There is a large flourishing network of child prostitution supporters.
. Tourists use child prostitutes without fear of legal reprisal.

Numbers of Women and Children Working in Mae Sai Brothels (by ethnic background)
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